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THE CLINICAL TRAINING OF DOCTORS: AN ESSAY OF 1793. By Philippe Pinel. Edited
and translated, with an introductory essay by Dora B. Weiner. Henry E. Zigerist
Supplement to the Bulletin ofthe History ofMedicine, new series, No. 3. Baltimore,
The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1981. 102 pp. $7.50. Paperbound.
Philippe Pinel submitted this essay to the French Society of Medicine in 1793 as
part oftheir annual prize essay competition. It did not win the prize then (no winner
was named that year), and it probably would not win any prizes now. However, in
light of the contributions to medicine that Pinel went on to make and the pivotal
period in French history in which he wrote the essay, it is fortunate that Dora
Weiner has rescued the manuscript from its obscurity.
The topic set by the Society of Medicine in 1793 was "To Determine the Best
Method to Teach Practical Medicine in a Hospital." Pinel deals with the task in three
parts. In the first he discusses factors outside the hospital, such as the prevailing
climate and the diseases endemic to the area, which must be considered in choosing
the location for a teaching facility. In the second he develops ideas for the organiza-
tion and administration of the clinical teaching wards; in this section Pinel also in-
cludes brief accounts ofthe major European teaching hospitals ofthe period. In the
third he outlines the curriculum to be used for clinical training.
Weiner presents Pinel's French text in its entirety, followed by her own translation
of the text into English. Her translation flows freely and preserves the conversa-
tional and emotional aspects of the original essay. In a superb introductory essay,
Weiner places Pinel's work in the context ofthe period and in the context ofhis own
intellectual development.
Historians of medicine will find Pinel's essay interesting for his ideas about deal-
ing with the spread of disease within a hospital, his adherence to the tenets of the
French Ideologues in molding an educational system that required knowledge ofthe
basic sciences and emphasized clinical experiences over lectures, and for the insights
provided into Pinel's thoughts at the time, which he would develop more fully in his
better known Treatise on Insanity (1801) and Clinical Medicine (1802). Clinicians
and students will recognize that we are still grappling with many of the issues Pinel
raised, as we continue to seek the best method of clinical training.
STEPHEN L. SIGAL
Medical Student
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SKEPSIS, DOGMA, AND BELIEF: USES AND ABUSES IN MEDICINE. By Edmond A. Mur-
phy. Baltimore, Maryland, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1981. 176 pp.
$14.95.
In an earlier work entitled The Logic ofMedicine, Dr. Edmond A. Murphy ap-
plied the principles of logic to the interpretation of medical literature. In this offer-
ing Murphy attempts to apply those principles to the process which creates that
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literature. Skepsis, Dogma, and Beliefis a book which reflects upon the manner in
which medical research is performed and interpreted.
As the book's title suggests, Murphy sees a need for all three entities in the quest
for additional knowledge. Beliefs, he argues, shape the focus of research, dogma is
the yardstick by which one measures results, and skepsis must be one's basic attitude
toward the data generated. His thesis might be viewed as a restatement of the scien-
tific method in terms of the philosophical attitudes it requires, rather than its
chronological steps.
Much of the volume is dedicated to proving that these three entities cannot
substitute for one another. Skepsis does not preclude belief, for example, since the
former is a matter of method and the latter deals with content. The two can and
should according to Murphy coexist in the investigative process.
All of this is presented in a rambling style. While Murphy's prose is often unduly
complicated, he generously sprinkles throughout the book amusing anecdotes and
examples ofsome ofthe entrenched absurdities he sees in medicine. His tone is light,
while the issues he addresses are not.
The fundamental questions of how scientific investigation should be performed
are ofinterest to most people who areengaged in that process. Though Murphy does
not give conclusive answers that anyone will want to implement immediately, he is
still to be applauded for placing the issues upon the table and inviting others to at-
tack them differently.
STEPHEN L. SIGAL
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
SCHISTOSOMIASIS IV. CONDENSATIONS OF THE SELECTED LITERATURE 1963-1975.
Volumes I and II. By Donald B. Hoffman, Jr., and Kenneth S. Warren.
Washington, D.C., Hemisphere Publishing Corporation, 1978. 538 pp. $90.00 the
set.
Schistosomiasis is becoming a popular disease, especially among our im-
munologists, whoareusing it to try their luck with T-cells, soluble factors, hypersen-
sitivity reactions, and other fascinating entities. The schistosome with a complex life
cycle and a well-adapted symbiosis with its host is interesting on its own. The
disease, selecting its victims from amongst the poor of the poor nations ofthe world
seems to have a misguided social conscience. That bias is the most important reason
why the study of this disease has been limited to a handful of scientists. Now with
the increase in interest, our understanding, management, and prevention of this
disease should advance faster.
Hoffman and Warren present Schistosomiasis IVas a guide to the literature. This
series of condensations is divided into two volumes and five sections: (1)
Parasitology: the beast and its life cycle; (2) Experimental animals: immunology,
pathology, and treatment advances in the laboratory; (3) Man: the disease, its
diagnosis, pathogenesis, and treatment; (4) Snail vectors, and (5) Epidemiology: the
St. Lucia studies.
The fine selection of articles reflects the expertise of the section editors who are
authorities such as Warren, Bueding, Smithers, Cheever, Colley, and Kagan. The
condensations are well balanced with due emphasis on materials and methods,
results, and discussions. This will never replace reading the original articles, but it
provides a guide for the scientist first encountering the literature.